
Bay Area Independent High School 

Athletic Recruitment Rules and Procedures

The North and Central Coast Sections of the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF), of which the schools listed on the 
Bay Area Independent High Schools recommendation forms are members, prohibit the “recruitment of students to high schools 

However, we view interscholastic athletics as an integral part of a liberal arts education. It is therefore
students and parents will be interested in the qualities of a prospective school’s athletic program. Therefore,
intended to help students, parents, and school personnel exchange necessary information without crossing

unethical recruitment. The rules we follow are: 

1. The responsibility for obtaining information about a school’s athletic program rests, appropriately, with the family. 
Our coaches, athletic directors, admission directors, and current families can and will provide information about 
athletic teams given that you initiate the contact. CIF Bylaw 510 states: Undue influence is any act, gesture or 
communication (including accepting material or financial inducement to attend a CIF member school for the 
purpose of engaging in CIF competition regardless of the source) which is performed personally, or through 
another, which may be objectively seen as an inducement, or part of a process of inducing a student, or his or her 
parent or guardian, by or on behalf of, a member school, to enroll in, transfer to, or remain in, a particular school 
for athletic purposes. The use of undue influence by any person or persons to secure or retain a student or to secure 
or retain one or both parents or guardians of a student may cause the student to be ineligible for high school 
athletics for a period of one year and shall jeopardize the standing of the high school in the California 
Interscholastic Federation. This is meant to protect your child from intrusions that could make the already intense 
process even more so.

2. Athletics, while an important part of all of our schools, is not more important than any other facet of any high 
school program. Our admission, outreach, and financial aid policies and guidelines reflect this. We pledge not to 
accord athletics any greater priority than it deserves in the process of assessing an applicant. Furthermore, a 
child’s degree of athleticism (as well as his or her degree of artistic or other talent) will not factor into the 
administration of our financial aid funds.

This document is intended to open a dialogue and we invite any questions these policies may generate. If you ever feel that a 
school is overstepping the boundaries outlined above, please do not hesitate to contact the Head of School at that or any 
other Bay Area independent high school. 
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